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Introduction 
 
About the Dietitians Registration Board  
 
The Dietitians Registration Board has statutory responsibility for the registration of 
members of the profession; approval and monitoring of education and training 
programmes; establishing the code of professional conduct and ethics and standards 
of performance to which Dietitians must adhere and recognition of qualifications 
gained outside the State.  
 
About CORU 
 
CORU is responsible for regulating health and social care professions.  It comprises 
the Health and Social Care Professionals Council and the registration boards 
established under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (as amended).  
 
CORU’s role is to protect the public by promoting high standards of professional 
conduct, professional education, training and competence amongst the designated 
professions.  The designated professions under the Act are social workers, clinical 
biochemists, dietitians, medical scientists, occupational therapists, orthoptists, 
physiotherapists, podiatrists, psychologists, radiographers, social care workers and 
speech and language therapists. 
 
 
 
The Public Consultation Process 
 
Background 
 
The Dietitians Registration Board has statutory responsibility for the registration of 
members of the profession. This draft bye-law sets out the process to be undertaken 
by professionals seeking to join or be restored to the Register after a break of two or 
more years. 
 
  
Publicising the Consultation Process  
 
A public consultation on the draft Bye-Law was held between 8 October 2014 to 6 
November 2014.  

A number of channels were used to publicise the consultation process and invite the 
submission of observations. These included: 
 

o An advertisement was published in the Irish Times on 8 October 2014 (see 
appendix one).  

 
o A press release was placed on www.coru.ie (See appendix two for a copy of 

the press release).  
 

 
 

http://www.coru.ie/
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o An online survey was developed. An email with a link was also sent to a 
targeted list of over 90 stakeholders, including the Professional Bodies, Trade 
Unions, Educators and other interested parties who have previously 
corresponded with CORU (see appendix 3 for a copy of the survey). 

 
o Information on the consultation along with a link to the online feedback form 

was hosted on the CORU website.  
 
People were invited to participate in the consultation process in a number of ways: 
 

o They could ring CORU to request a copy of the draft Bye-Law and to offer 
feedback 
 

o They could visit www.coru.ie and choose to complete an online feedback 
form, to print a copy of the form and post it, or email it to CORU. 
 

o They could email submissions to consultation@coru.ie 
 
 
Overview of responses to consultation 
 
There were 6 responses to the public consultation:  
 
Online survey 6 
Email submissions 0 
Postal submissions 0 
Telephone 0 

 
Online Feedback Form 
 
Respondents were asked to identify if they were offering feedback on their own 
behalf or on behalf of an organisation.  
 
Individual  6 
Professional Organisation 0 
Unknown  0 

 
 
Submissions were received on behalf of the following professional organisations:  
 
No submissions were received on behalf of the professional 
organisations  
 
Acknowledgements 
 
CORU would like to extend our appreciation and thanks to all those that participated 
in the consultation process.   
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Issues emerging from the consultation process 
 
The language and layout of the Bye-Law 
 
The bye-law is easy to follow and understand according to five respondents. Another 
said that while it was well written and clear to understand, the typical legal language 
required the definitions to explain it in layman’s terms   
 
 

Board Response: 
 
Section two of the draft bye-law provides the necessary list of definitions of 
the legal terms used in the bylaw.  
 
 
Period of updating for an individual who has not practised the profession for 
any period between 2 and 5 years.  
 
The general view from the respondents was that the period should be between three 
to five years to take account of maternity leave and other short breaks required.  
 
Board Response: 
 
Section 4, subsection (4) provides for the period to be required for return to 
practice. The board considers this period to be appropriate.  
 
 
 
Period of updating for an individual who has not practised the profession for 
any period greater than 5 years.  
 
It was suggested that this was a high risk issue and that there needs to be a 
retraining period as practice changes rapidly.  
 
Another respondent said that someone who is out of practice for this length of time 
will require more 'formal' learning than those 2-5 years out of practice. 
 
 
Board Response: 
 
Section 4, subsection (4) provides for the period to be required for return to 
practice. The board considers this period to be appropriate.  
 
 
 
Supervised practice  
All respondents agreed with the need for supervised practice highlighted the 
difficulties that might arise in achieving supervision, particularly in employment 
structures outside of the hospital system.  
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Board Response: 
 
Section 5 part 4 provides for the appropriate supervision required.   
 
 
Criteria for formal study  
In relation to the criteria for formal study, one respondent said that CPD is now 
mandatory and that this will be evidence that CPD has commenced for an individual.  
 
Another respondent asked if there is a need to develop a refresher course, similar to 
practices in the UK and Canada.  
 
One respondent asked if there will be a formal educational course for professionals 
returning to work and if CPD events would count as formal study.  
 
It was also suggested that it is difficult to differentiate between formal and informal 
study and that how this is defined is confusing. For example, can formal study only 
be undertaken through accredited institutions with an examination/ assessment 
process and a certificate produced at the end.  
 
 
Board Response: 
 
It is not proposed to make any alteration to the Bye-Law as full guidance for 
CPD will be developed and issued to registrants. 
 
 
 
Criteria for private study  
All respondents agreed with the need for formal study.  
 
 
Board Response: 
 
Section 6 (2) provides for formal study and the mechanisms approved. 
Supporting guidelines for the bylaw will provide greater detail on both formal 
and informal study activity.  
 
 
 
Other issues  
 
No other issues were raised in relation to the draft bye-law.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Dietitians Registration Board considered all submissions in detail.  The Board 
determined that it was not necessary to make amendments to the draft bye-law. 
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Appendix 1: Press release 
 
Dietitians Registration Board - Public Consultation 
 

Background: 

The Dietitians Registration Board is responsible for protecting the public by fostering high standards of 
professional conduct, education, training and professional competence amongst Dietitians in Ireland. 

The Board is currently putting in place the foundations for the regulation of the profession and wants to 
hear the views of both the Public and the Profession on the Dietitians Return to Practice Bye-Law 

Details of Bye-Law 

To read the text of the Dietitians Registration Board Return to Practice Bye-Law 2014 click here 

How to submit your views: 

You can comment on the Dietitians Registration Board Return to Practice Bye-Law 2014 by clicking 
here 

Alternatively you may submit your comments by emailing consultation@coru.ie 

 

Closing date for submissions 

The closing date for submitting comments is 4.00pm on Thursday, 6th November 2014. Submissions 
received after the closing date will not be considered 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coru.ie/uploads/documents/DRB_RTP_Bye-Law_2014_public_consultation.pdf
http://www.coru.ie/uploads/documents/DRB_RTP_Bye-Law_2014_public_consultation.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DRBRTP2014
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DRBRTP2014
mailto:consultation@coru.ie
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Appendix 2: Copy of Advertisement 
 
Published in Irish Times on October 8, 2014. 
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Appendix 3: Copy of Online Feedback Form 
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Appendix 4: Draft Bye-Law 
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